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California Birth Rate Low 1929 


The birth rate for 1929, 18.3 per 1000 population, is 
the lowest that has been recorded in California since 


1919. The highest birth rate that was ever recorded 
in California was in 1924, when the rate was 22.2 per 
1000 estimated population. The following year the 
rate fell to 21.8; in 1926 and 1927 the rate remained 
stationary at 19 9. It fell to 19.2 in 1928, dropping 
still lower to 18.3 in 1929. 


The total number of births registered for 1929 was 
81,498. 


recorded in any recent year since 1923, when 80,237 
_ births were registered in California. The greatest 


number of births ever registered in a single year in 
this state was in 1924, when 86,899 such events were 


recorded. 


Number of Births in California, With Milles 1920-1929 


Year Rate Total births 
19.8 73,321 
19.2 83,643 


The provisional birth rate for the United States 
registration area in 1928 was 19.7, and in 1927 the 
birth rate for the United States was 20.7. Pacific 
.slope states always have lower birth rates than does 
Many other states have 


the United States as a whole. 


This is the lowest actual number of births 


birth rates much higher than that for the United 
States. 


Following are the birth rates for certain Pacifie 
slope states in 1927 and 1928: 


| 1927 1928 


The rate of 18.3 is particularly low for California, 
however, indicating the presence of some unknown 
factor which is apparently responsible for the lower 
rate. It must be borne in mind, however, that the rates 
are computed upon an estimated population which 
is based upon the United States census figures for 
California in the census of 1910 and the census of 


1920. There is no exact information available as to 
The estimated popu- 


the real population of the state. 
lation of California, 4,453,659, is probably as nearly 


eorrect as any estimate can be at the present time, 


but only the 1930 census can reveal the true picture of 
California’s population. 

Out of the total of 81,498 births in 1929, 62,716 — 
17 per cent were white; 13,955 — 17.1 per cent were 
Mexicans. There were 2353 Japanese births, repre- 
senting 2.9 per cent of the total births. There were 


1048 negro births, representing 1.3 per cent of the 


total. The number of Chinese births was 789, repre- 
senting .9 per cent of the total. Indian births were 
but 314, representing .4 of 1 per cent of the total. 
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1298. 
Rate 


1929 


Births in California, 1929, by Races, With Percentages of Total i 
ate 


| Number 
Race of births 

Mexican 


Japanese 


Per cent 


Mariposa 
Mendocino 


i 1,504 23.5 1,391 
In spite of the fact that the general birth rate for San Bernardino ~.-...~.-~ .. (oe ee: 2,363 26.4 ho 
the state was lower in 1929, the proportion of Mexican San Francisco ------------ 8,169 140 7585 11.3 | 
births showed an increase. The following indicates San Luis Obispo eae 418 17.3 404 16.6 by 
the increased percentages of Mexican births that have Santa Barbara 282 18:6 1142 in 
occurred in California each year since 1926: Santa ‘530 201 01 
Year Total births Mewican births Percent Mewican 
S 
Japanese births continued to decline in 1929, when ve 
only 2353 such births were recorded in the state. ot 
Per cent of Number. ha 
Year total births Japanese births | | | | 
7A 4,971 MOST NURSES HAVE HIGH EDUCATIONAL m 
re Examinations given to candidates for certificate as 
#2 8,597 registered nurse during the past two years show af 
clearly the development of a higher standard in nurs- 
2,883 ing throughout the state. In 1929, 2065 students were 
1929___-.-_----------~----------- 2.9 2,358 admitted to the examinations. This is 77 more than * 
Number of Births, With Rates per 1000 Population, Eleven’ were admitted during the year 1928. Of these 2065 ¢ 
who took the examination last year, 160, 7 per cent 
o. of births 0. of births 
1928 Rate 1929 Rate Of the total, were college students. 1568 of these were fy 
_ San Francisco ------------- 8,169 14.0 7,585 128 high school graduates, 39 had attended high school for en 
three years, 86 for two years, and 67 for one year. 
4 Sacramento -------------- 1,958° 281 2,010 23.2 Only 9 per cent of the total 2065 students who took H 
4 these examinations had a prerequisite of less than is 
3 1,093 17.4 897 high school graduation and only 3 per cent had but 
if Pasadena --.------------- 1101 188 997 166 nursing throughout the state have voluntarily raised m 
760-83 their entrance requirements until the number of tu 
q Births in Counties, With Rates student nurses having less than high school educa- al 
ee 1000. : tion has now been reduced to a minimum. 01 
No. Rate No. ate e 
83,643 19.2 81,498 18.3 | 
6,136 14.0 is high time we should learn more about old age. 
Amador ----------------- 100 15.0 22 121 The layman is confused and bewildered. He can not 
ae 66 17.4 make out whether it is a natural and normal thing or 
ee 1,083 41 a disease. He wants to know what it is biologically, 
Det ~--------------- mentally, socially. Can an average man or woman 
2,456 13:4 of sixty-five hope to be fairly fit, reasonably alert, and 
622 15.2 of some use to the community, or is it only the rare 
Imperial 1,474 332 and exceptional person who is likely to reach this 
— 1,671 23.9 1,532 21-4 standard, while the great majority become weak, 
"68 10.6 12.0 mentally ossified, and a social liability ?—Dr. George 
6 22. 
31,842 24.2 31,487 23.2 Vincent. 


25 14.2 20 13.0 
$14 Qrange 1,945 22.9 1872. 21.3 dis 


AN APPRAISAL OF ADVANCES IN CANCER 
TREATMENT 


The following statement from the American Society 
for the Control of Cancer represents the authentic 
opinion of leaders in cancer control work: 


‘‘About once a month the daily press announces the 
discovery of an alleged new treatment or ‘‘cure’’ for 
cancer, frequently exaggerating the importance of the 
results of scientific investigation and raising false 
hopes on the part of those afflicted with the disease. 


Such an announcement has recently been broadcast — 


by newspapers throughout the United States regard- 
ing a report made by Doctor Walter B. Coffey and 
Dr. John D. Humber of San Francisco to the San 
Francisco County Pathological Society last month in 
which they stated that certain changes in cancer tis- 


sue had been obtained by the injection of a substance 


extracted from the suprarenal gland of a sheep. 
During recent years many investigators have re- 
ported that the injection of various substances has 


produced changes in cancer tissue. Such substances 


have included preparations of lead, gold and other 
metals, vaccines, and various proteins. The results 


of these forms of treatment, in general, have been 


quite disappointing and, in some cases, even disas- 


trous. None of them has, as yet, justified any claim 


of a cure for cancer or has been generally accepted 
as a satisfactory method of treatment. " 

In their attempt to find a solution to the baffling 
problem of cancer control, Doctors Coffey and Hum- 
ber have made an interesting discovery; of which 


the practical value is yet to be determined. Their 


frank presentation of facts to the medical profession 
conforms to the highest standards of medical ethics. 

Commenting upon their work, Doctors Coffey and 
Humber made the following statement in a recent 


issue of the Journal of the American Medical Asso- 


cation: 

‘This work to date has been purely of an experi- 
mental nature to determine the effect on malignant 
tumors. Softening with liquefacation has occurred in 
all tumors thus far studied. These tumors, except 
one, were carcinoma of different types; the exception 


is a recurrent spindle cell sarcoma, with extensive 


metastases. Because of these results, a broad plan 
of study has been outlined with a determination to 
discover as soon as possible the value, if any, of this 
extract in cancer. Until such time as additional data 
become available, we wish to impress on the medical 
profession the fact that the work to date, although 
quite promising, is still in the experimental stage 
and therefore decidedly inconclusive.’ 

The fact remains, therefore, that the only generally 


approved methods of treatment for cancer justified  -.naine March 1st. ae 
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by present experience are surgery, radium, and 
X-rays in the hands of skilled physicians. ’’ 


LEPERS REMOVED TO FEDERAL 
LEPROSARIUM 


Eleven lepers from eight California counties were 
transferred to the Federal Leprosarium at Carrville, 
Louisiana, on February 21st. Twice each year lep- 
rosy patients who have been discovered in California 


communities are transferred in a special car, through 


cooperation with the federal government, to the lep- 
rosarium at Carrville. The patients which were 
moved last week came from the following counties: 


San Joaquin, Solano, San Francisco, Madera, San 


Luis Obispo, Monterey, Los Angeles and Orange. 


ANOTHER QUARANTINE VIOLATOR 
PROSECUTED 


Another resident of Salinas who left his home, 
which was under quarantine because of smallpox, was 


brought into court recently by the city health officer. 


The judge gave the quarantine breaker a one-year 
suspended sentence. Salinas is active in the prosecu- 
tion of individuals who violate the quarantine laws. 


LAKE COUNTY HAS NEW HEALTH OFFICER 


Dr. W. E. Upton of Lakeport has been appointed 
health officer of Lake County to succeed Dr. Henry 


B. Weiper. 


MORBIDITY * 
Diphtheria. 

57 cases of diphtheria have been reported, as follows: Oak- 
land 4, El Centro 2, Los Angeles County 2, Burbank 1, Glen- 
dale 3, Huntington Park 2, Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 12, 
Montebello 1, Pasadena 1, San Marino 1, Ukiah 1, Merced Il, 
Salinas 1, Santa Ana 1, Placentia 1, Sacramento 5, Redlands 
1, San Francisco 8, Palo Alto 1, San Jose 1, Siskiyou County 
2, Solano County 1, Sonoma County 1, Yolo County 1. 


Scarlet Fever. 


264 cases of scarlet fever have been reported, as follows: 
Alameda 1, Albany 1, Berkeley 2, Hayward 1, Oakland 9, 
Piedmont 1, Contra Costa County 1, Eldorado County 1, Fresno 
County 3, Fresno 1, Sanger 1, Humboldt County 5, Kern 
County 8, Bakersfield 1, Taft 1, Kings County 1, Lassen 
County 1, Los Angeles County 10, Alhambra 1, Compton 2, 
Culver City 2, El Segundo 1, Glendale 6, Huntington Park 2, 
Inglewood 1, Long Beach 3, Los Angeles 86, Pomona 2, Redondo 
1, San Fernando 1, San Gabriel 1, Santa Monica 5, Lynwood 
2, South Gate 1, Monterey Park 1, Maywood 1, Tujunga l, 
Bell 1, Sausalito 1, Salinas 3, Orange County 2, Santa Ana 2, 
La Habra 1, Riverside 1, Sacramento 9, San Bernardino 2, 
Upland 1 San Diego County 4, San Diego 4, San Francisco 42, 
San Luis Obispo County 1, San Luis Obispo 1, Santa Clara 
County 2, San Jose 1, Shasta County 1, Siskiyou County 5, 
Yreka 3, Rio Vista 1, Sonoma County 1, Healdsburg 1, Santa 
Rosa 2, Stanislaus County 3. : 


*From_ reports received on March 3d and 
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1433 cases of measles have been reported, as follows: 
Alameda County 1, Alameda 68, Albany 10, Berkeley 12, Oak- 
land 234, Piedmont 15, San Leandro 2, Contra Costa County 6, 
Hercules 1, Martinez 1, Pinole 5, Richmond 2, Fresno 6, Fl 
Centro 3, Imperial 1, Kern County 1, Taft 1, Los Angeles 
County 81, Huntington Park 2, Long Beach 6, Los Angeles 


207, Pasadena 4, San Fernando 2, San Gabriel 4, Vernon 1, 


South Gate 11, Maywood 1, Madera 1, Sausalito 1, Ukiah 2, 
Merced County 4, Merced 2, Anaheim 3, Orange 1, Riverside 
18, Riverside 2, Sacramento 2, Ontario 1, San Bernardino 1, 
San Diego 1, San Francisco 470, Daly City 6, Redwood City 1, 
Santa Barbara County 11, Santa Clara County 15, Gilroy 1, 
Palo Alto 2, San Jose 102, Santa Clara 14, Sunnyvale 17, 
Siskiyou County 9, Dunsmuir 4, Yreka 18, Solano County 7, 
Vallejo 20, Rio Vista 1, Sonoma County 2, Santa Rosa +1, 
Stanislaus County 1, Tulare County 1, Exeter 1, Yolo County 2. 


Smallpox. 


68 cases of smallpox have been reported, as deblows : : Alameda 
County 1, Alameda 2, Oakland 4, El Centro 6, Imperial 1, Cali- 
patria 6, Kern County 4, Los Angeles County 2, Alhambra 1, 
Los Angeles 2 Pasadena 1, Whittier 2, Torrance 1, Lynwood 
1, South Gate 1, Madera County 3, Merced County 3, Newport 
Beach 1, Roseville 1, Riverside County 3, Sacramento 3, Red- 
lands 2, San Diego 2, San Francisco 4, Shasta County 3, 
Siskiyou County 2, Yreka 1, Benecia 2, Sonoma County 1, 
Modesto 1, Yuba City 1. 


Typhoid Fever. 
3 cases of typhoid fever have been reported, as follows: Los 


Angeles County 1, San Bernardino 1, Stanislaus County 1. 


Whooping Cough. 
179 cases of whooping cough have been reported, as follows: 


Alameda 2, Livermore 2, Oakland 3, Contra Costa County 2, 


Los Angeles County 19, Alhambra 1, Compton 1, Culver City 1, 
Long Beach 8, Los Angeles 43, Pasadena 3, Santa Monica 6, 
Lynwood 3, South Gate 1, Orange - County 3, Fullerton 1. 
Santa Ana 4, Tustin 4, Riverside County 2, Sacramento 2, San 
Diego County 15, San Diego 29, San Francisco 4, Santa 
Barbara County 2, Benecia 4, Sonora de 


Meningitis (Epidemic). 
14 cases of epidemic meningitis have been reported, as fol- 
- lows: Oakland 1, Lassen County 1, Los Angeles County 2, Los 
Angeles 2, Sacramento County 1, Sacramento 1, San Diego a 
San Francisco 2, Watsonville. 1, Siskiyou County L; Yolo 
County 1. 
Poliomyelitis. . 
2 cases of poliomyelitis have been reported, as follows: 
Contra Costa County 1, Monrovia 1. 
Encephalitis (Epidemic). 
Los Angeles County reported one case of epidemic enceph- 
alitis. 
Trichinosis. 
4 cases of trichinosis have been reported, as follows: Berke- 
ley 2, San Francisco 1, Gilroy 1. 
Food Poisoning. 
Oakland reported one case of food poisoning. 


Coccidioidal Granuloma. 

Los Angeles reported two cases of coccidioidal granuloma. 
Undulant Fever. 3 

Long Beach reported one case of undulant fever. 


Note: Cases charged to “California’ represent patients ill 


before entering the state or those who contracted their illness 
traveling about the state throughout the incubation period of the 


Fresno County 1, Kern County 4, Kings County 6, Hanford 2, 


disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS 


1930 1929 
Week ending Week ending eros HS 
Mar. 1 Mar. 2 
received received 
Feb. 8 | Feb. 15 | Feb. 22 by Feb. 9 | Feb. 16 | Feb. 23 by i ie : : 
Mar. 6 Measles continues on its sky- 
Actinomycosis ...------ 0 0 OT 0 0 0 1 ward flight. 
| 1 0 0 3 2 0 
Coccidioidal Granuloma- 0 0 0 2 4 0 1 1 | a 
63 75 72 57 79 67 79 59 
t acillary) 
En noephaltis (Epidemic) - 0 0 Smallpox dropped to 68 cases | 
0} 100 0 6 0 10 0 0 | reported last week. 
German Measles-------- 55 24 65 30 38 41 26 36 
63 76 35} 451 171| 245| 1421 167 — 
Jaundice (Epidemic) Sead 2 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 
1 0 0 0 0 2. 1 
Malaria. .-.---------- 0 0 0 Trichinosis cases were re- 
Measles_- - - - - LOM | 1,080 1.188) 1,438 66 28 40 
tis (Epidemic) -- ek. 
793 821 669 262 322 297 419 po ag ain wee 
Parat 
Pollagrs. - 1 1 0 1 | 0 1 2 
Pneumonia (Lobar) ----- 106 109 75 80 77 99 97 88 | 
Rabies (Animal) 17 14 13 13 11 18 31 
Scarlet Fever. eR 358 291 279 264 354 383 415 518 Epidemic meningitis was re- 
cde 207 135 145 158 163 160 158 117 ported in eleven localities. 
cies 0 1 2 4 1 0 3 2 
: 1 2 1 1 3 
254 218 129 260 233 216 201 
Typhoid 7 13 7 11 14 
Undulant Fever..------ 1 3 3 1 0 0 0 1 
Whooping Cough-.--.-.--- 158 167 115 179 179 172 175 193 
3,888 3,746 3,885 3,879 2,400 2,521 2,329 2,752 
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